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Abstract: Women empowerment through education is crucial for social and economic development. 

In Bihar, India, where gender disparity in education is significant, empowering women through 

education is essential. This paper explores the current state of women's education in Bihar, its 

impact on empowerment, the challenges faced, and the measures needed to enhance educational 

opportunities for women. The analysis is based on various reports, academic studies, and data from 

government and non-governmental organizations. 
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1. Introduction 

Women empowerment is a multi-faceted concept encompassing political, social, economic, and 

educational dimensions. Education is a powerful tool for empowerment, enabling women to access 

opportunities, make informed decisions, and contribute to society. In Bihar, one of the most 

populous states in India, the status of women's education is pivotal to understanding the broader 

context of gender equality and socio-economic progress. 

2. Current State of Women's Education in Bihar 

2.1. Literacy Rates 

Bihar has historically lagged in educational achievements, especially for women. According to the 

National Family Health Survey-5 (NFHS-5, 2020-21), the literacy rate among women in Bihar is 

55.4%, compared to the national average of 70.3% . 

Indicator Bihar 
India 

(Average) 

Female Literacy 

Rate (%) 
55.4 70.3 

Male Literacy 

Rate (%) 
71.2 84.7 

Gender Gap in 

Literacy (%) 
15.8 14.4 

Table 1: The table shows the literacy rate in female and male and also shows the gender gap in 

literacy 
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Fig1: The graph shows the literacy rate in female and male and also shows the gender gap in 

literacy 

2.2. Enrolment Rates 

Despite improvements, the enrolment of girls in secondary and higher education remains low. The 

Gross Enrolment Ratio (GER) for females at the secondary level in Bihar is 62.5%, which is below 

the national average of 76.9% . 

Level of 

Education 

GER for Females in 

Bihar (%) 

GER for Females in 

India (%) 

Primary 98.4 99.1 

Secondary 62.5 76.9 

Higher 

Secondary 
38.6 51.4 

Table 2: Table shows GER Percentage in Male and Female in Bihar 

 

Graph 1: Graph shows GER Percentage in Male and Female in Bihar 

3. Impact of Education on Women Empowerment 

Education plays a crucial role in empowering women by enhancing their capabilities, confidence, 

and socio-economic status. The impact of education on women's empowerment in Bihar can be 

analyzed through several dimensions: 
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3.1. Economic Empowerment 

Education increases women's employability and earning potential. Women with secondary or higher 

education are more likely to participate in the workforce and have better job prospects. A study by 

the World Bank highlights that educated women in Bihar have a 30% higher likelihood of securing 

formal employment compared to those with no education . 

3.2. Social Empowerment 

Education enhances women's social status and their ability to make informed decisions regarding 

health, family planning, and children's education. Educated women are more likely to marry at a 

later age and have fewer children, contributing to better health outcomes for themselves and their 

families . 

3.3. Political Empowerment 

Educated women are more likely to participate in political processes and hold leadership positions. 

The reservation of seats for women in local governance (Panchayati Raj Institutions) in Bihar has 

shown that educated women are more effective in their roles . 

4. Challenges to Women's Education in Bihar 

4.1. Socio-Cultural Barriers 

Socio-cultural norms and patriarchal attitudes often restrict girls' access to education. Early 

marriage, preference for male education, and domestic responsibilities are significant barriers . 

4.2. Economic Constraints 

Poverty and lack of financial resources limit educational opportunities for girls. Many families 

prioritize male education due to limited resources . 

4.3. Infrastructure and Quality of Education 

Inadequate educational infrastructure, poor school facilities, and low quality of education in rural 

areas hinder girls' education. Safety concerns and lack of sanitation facilities also affect girls' 

attendance . 

5. Measures to Enhance Women’s Education 

5.1. Policy Interventions 

Government policies like the Beti Bachao Beti Padhao (Save the Girl Child, Educate the Girl Child) 

scheme aim to promote girls' education. These policies need effective implementation and 

monitoring . 

5.2. Community Engagement 

Community-based programs and awareness campaigns can change societal attitudes towards girls' 

education. Engaging local leaders and parents is crucial for increasing enrollment and retention 

rates . 

5.3. Improving Infrastructure 

Investing in school infrastructure, providing scholarships, and ensuring safe and hygienic facilities 

for girls can enhance their educational experience and retention . 

6. Conclusion 

Education is a key driver of women's empowerment in Bihar. While progress has been made, 

significant challenges remain in ensuring equitable access to quality education for all girls and 

women. Addressing socio-cultural barriers, improving infrastructure, and implementing effective 

policies are essential for empowering women through education. Collaborative efforts from the 

government, communities, and non-governmental organizations are vital for achieving this goal. 
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