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Abstract: This abstract examines the placement of the infinitive in the infinitive form of the verb. 

The study examines how the infinitive functions in the context of non-finite verb forms and how it 

affects sentence structure and meaning. Analyzing various linguistic theories and examples, this 

abstract aims to shed light on the role of the infinitive in non-finite verb formation and its 

implications for language use and understanding. 
 

 

INTODUCTION 

The infinitive, as one of the key non-finite forms of the verb, occupies an important place in the 

language system and sentence structure. Its use and placement in a sentence are essential for 

conveying meaning and expressing various grammatical relationships. This paper examines the role 

of the infinitive in non-finite verb constructions, its influence on the structure of the utterance and 

methods of transmitting information. Through the analysis of linguistic approaches and examples 

from various languages and texts, the importance of the infinitive as a means of linguistic 

communication and its functional features in the context of non-finite verb forms is explored. 

Understanding the place of the infinitive in non-personal constructions allows us to more deeply 

understand its role in the language system and how it can be used to accurately and effectively 

express thoughts and ideas. 

As the impersonal form of the infinitive verb, the infinitive plays an important role in impersonal 

constructions such as phrases, infinitive groups, etc. The place of the infinitive in the sentence 

depends on the specific context and the task it performs. 

An infinitive can act as an object to another verb or noun. For example: "I want to go to the 

cinema." In this case, the infinitive "go" acts as an adjunct to the verb "I want". 

Non-partition is a construction without participle that acts as the main member of the sentence. For 

example: "It's time to study." In this example, the infinitive "to learn" is the main member of the 

sentence. 

An infinitive can also act as a definition, indicating the purpose or goal of an action. For example: 

"Book to read". Here the infinitive 'to read' refers to the purpose or purpose of the book. 

It can also act as an adverbial clause denoting the state of action. For example: "He came to help." 

Here the infinitive "help" acts as an adverb of purpose. 

So, the place of the infinitive in the infinitive constructions depends on its function in the sentence 

and the syntactic features of the given language. Understanding these features will allow you to use 

the infinitive more accurately and effectively to convey information and express ideas. 

METHADOLOGY 

The infinitive is a critical component of the non-finite form of the verb, playing an important part in 

sentence structures and expressing a variety of functions. In the context of non-finite verbs, 

infinitives serve as the base form of the verb, generally followed by the word "to" (for example, "to 
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run," "to study"). Infinitives are used mostly to represent unfulfilled purpose, intention, or acts. 

Infinitives can operate as nouns, adjectives, or adverbs in a sentence, increasing the depth and 

diversity of linguistic use. For example, in the sentence "She wants to learn French," the infinitive 

"to learn" communicates the subject's goal or purpose, suggesting the intended action of learning 

French. 

Infinitives can also be used as complements to main verbs, providing more information or building 

on the principal action in a sentence. For example, in the sentence "He needs to finish his 

homework," the infinitive "to finish" serves as a complement to the main verb "needs," indicating 

the activity that must be accomplished. Furthermore, infinitives can be used as sentence subjects, 

emphasizing the action rather than the person executing it. For instance, in the sentence "To love is 

to understand," the infinitive "to love" functions as the subject, emphasizing the concept of love as a 

universal truth or statement. 

Some of the following methods were used in the coverage of this research work. These are the 

Corpus Analysis Method, Linguistic Analysis Method and Comparative Analysis Method. 

 Corpus analysis method. This method shows that the analysis of a large amount of written or 

spoken texts can help identify patterns of placement of infinitives within sentences. By studying 

different linguistic contexts, this research paper can gain an understanding of the typical 

placement of infinitives in different syntactic structures. 

 Linguistic analysis method. Linguistic theories and frameworks can be used to analyze the basic 

rules and principles governing the placement of infinitives in non-finite verb forms. 

 Comparative analysis method. Comparing the placement of infinitives in different languages or 

different dialects of the same language can provide valuable insights into cross-linguistic 

variation in infinitive placement. 

Infinitives can also be used as verb objects, denoting the action or activity being performed. For 

example, in the sentence "She decided to visit her friend," the infinitive "to visit" serves as the 

object of the verb "decided," indicating the action that the subject has decided to conduct. 

Understanding the significance of infinitives in the non-finite form of the verb is critical for creating 

grammatically accurate sentences, improving language competency, and conveying meaning 

precisely and clearly. Individuals who effectively incorporate infinitives into their writing and 

communication can explain goals, objectives, and acts in a brief and adaptable manner, hence 

improving their language use and communication abilities. 

Forms of the Infinitive: The infinitive evolved from the verbal noun, which eventually became 

verbalized while retaining some of its nominal qualities. Thus, in Modern English, the infinitive has 

both nominal and verbal meanings. The Infinitive has tense and aspect distinctions; the Infinitive of 

transitive verbs has also voice distinctions. The infinitive is a simple verb stem that is typically 

preceded by the unstressed particle to, such as to write, read, or tell. The Infinitive has both simple 

and analytical forms. Thus, the infinitive has six forms: 

Figure 1. The tenses of the infinitive verb. 

 Active Passive 

Simple to take to be taken 

Perfect to have taken To have been taken 

Continuous to be taking - 

Perfect Continuous to have been taking - 
 

The present, past, or future can all be referenced by the indefinite infinitive since it describes an 

activity concurrent with the action indicated by the finite verb. 

 For instance. 
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1. It is a pleasure to talk to you.  

2. I enjoyed our conversation yesterday.  

3. I look forward to speaking with you tomorrow. 

An action that comes before the action that the finite verb expresses is indicated by the Perfect 

Infinitive. 

For example, I'm happy we talked. 

The activity indicated by the Continuous Infinitive is ongoing even if it is presented simultaneously 

with the finite verb. As so, it expresses both temporal relations and the way the action is depicted, 

acting as both a tense form and an aspect form.  

For instance. It's a pleasure to talk to you now. 

An action that occurred before the finite verb's action is indicated by the Perfect Continuous 

Infinitive. It is both an aspect form and a tens form. 

For instance. I'm happy we've been chatting for this long. 

Whether the subject of the infinitive acts or is acted upon is indicated by the forms of the infinitive 

that are active and passive. 

For example:  

1. You are fortunate to be brought to the theater.  

2. She desired to be regarded with respect.  

3. She is here to receive English instruction. 

Certain verbs in sentences using this form can be either active or passive without changing their 

meaning: 

For example:  

1. Time is of the essence.  

2. Time cannot be wasted.  

There are just four forms of the infinitive for transitive verbs that are not employed in the passive 

voice: to stand, to be standing, to have stood, and to have been standing. 

Words with an infinitive. The following words can be combined with the infinitive: how, when, 

why, where (to perform an action), what, who, whom, which (to accept, to select), if, or if (to 

perform an action). The Infinitive Phrase (also known as the "wh"-phrase) is this combination. The 

sentence contains a few syntactical functions.  

1. A topic: For instance.  

a) The issue was what to do in this circumstance.  

b) It was evident which to select. 

2. A predicative: E.g.  

a) The challenge was coming up with a reason for her absence.  

b) The issue was figuring out how to cross.  

3. An item, such as  

a) She wasn't sure who to invite to the celebration.  

b) She was unsure about leaving or staying.  
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4. A quality, such as  

1. She took the time to explain (about) how to do it in detail.  

2. We may have chosen to travel to the Crimea or the Caucasus. 

The key verb element in the Non-Personal composition of the verb is its infinitive, which is located 

at the conclusion of the sentence. The form of the infinitive in the Impersonal is unaffected by 

person, number, or tense. It frequently joins forces with other speech components, such pronouns, 

adverbs, and nouns, to build intricate verb structures.  

The impersonal infinitive serves a variety of purposes in sentences, including conveying an 

objective, establishing an infinitive phrase, identifying the subject of an action, and more. 

Additionally, it can function as a complement or predicate. 

To take a walk is an example of utilizing the infinitive in the impersonal form of a verb.  

 Be content.  

 Acquire life skills.  

 Aspire to work in a career.  

As a result, infinitives in the Impersonal of verbs are significant in Russian, and using them 

correctly aids in the creation of lexically and grammatically sound sentences. 

RESULT AND DISCUSSION 

This study aims to study the location of the infinitive in the non-finite form of the verb in different 

linguistic contexts and to shed light on its features. The study analyzed data from a corpus of 

written English texts and identified patterns of placement of infinitives within sentences. Also, from 

the results of the analysis, it became clear that the placement of the infinitive form of the verb varies 

depending on the syntactic structure of the sentence. In some cases the infinitive comes before the 

main verb and in some it comes after the main verb.  

Figura 2. The main types of verbs 

 

In addition, the study found that certain linguistic factors, such as the presence of auxiliary verbs or 

negative verbs, can affect the placement of the infinitive. At the same time, the results of the 

research show that the position of the infinitive in the non-finite form of the verb is flexible and can 

be influenced by various linguistic factors. We must emphasize that this variation is the complexity 

of English grammar and that further research will play an important role in order to fully understand 

the rules for placing infinitives in sentences. 

CONCULUSION 

In conclusion, the idea of non-finite verb forms which include infinitives, participles, and gerunds 

brings richness, adaptability, and subtlety to the English language. In this framework, participles 

serve as adjectives and gerunds as nouns, but the infinitive has a special purpose. Being a non-finite 
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form of the verb, the infinitive is distinguished by its adaptability and capacity to serve as an 

adverb, an adjective, or a noun in a sentence. It can be used without regard to person, number, or 

tense to convey intention, purpose, duty, or future acts. 

The infinitive can follow verbs, adjectives, or nouns in a sentence, and it can also exist in other 

locations and be accompanied by complements or modifiers. Gaining control over English grammar 

and improving sentence structures requires an understanding of the infinitive's function in non-finite 

verb forms. Effective infinitive use allows authors to clarify objectives, explain complicated ideas, 

and give their writing more depth. The infinitive is an important tool for crafting exact and complex 

sentences because of its versatility in conveying meanings and functions. 

To sum up, the infinitive is an important form of non-finite verbs that provides a flexible and lively 

way to express oneself in English. Understanding the subtleties of infinitives and carefully applying 

them to writing can help people use language more elegantly, clearly, and richly. The infinitive is a 

fundamental component of non-finite verb forms, adding to the wide range of instruments at one's 

disposal for proficient communication and artistic expression. 
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